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  Saint Barbara Greek Orthodox Church 

8306 NC HWY 751,  
Durham NC 27713       919-484-1600 
fatherstavroforos2012@gmail.com,  

www.stbarbarachurchnc.org 
News & Announcements 

May 17, 2015 
 

 
Sunday of the Blind Man 








On this Day we Comemorate 

The Holy Apostles Andronicus and Junia  
Holy Godbearing Nectarius, the Builder of the Holy Monastery of Varlaam of Meteora  

Theodotos the Martyr of Ancyra & the 7 Virgin-martyrs  

Athanasios, Archbishop of Christianopolis  
The New Martyrs of Batak, Bulgaria 

 

NEWCOMERS AND VISITORS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME 
Sunday Worship Schedule: Matins 9:00 am & Divine Liturgy 10:00 am 

 
Today's Readings : 

 

 
Today's Epistle Reading is from the Acts of the Apostles Chapter 16 verses 16 to 34.  
 
IN THOSE DAYS, as we apostles were going to the place of prayer, we were met by a slave girl who had a spirit of 
divination and brought her owners much gain by soothsaying. She followed Paul and us, crying, "These men are servants 
of the Most High God, who proclaim to you the way of salvation." And this she did for many days. But Paul was annoyed, 
and turned and said to the spirit, "I charge you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her." And it came out that very 
hour. But when her owners saw that their hope of gain was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the 
market place before the rulers; and when they had brought them to the magistrates they said, "These men are Jews and 
they are disturbing our city. They advocate customs which it is not lawful for us Romans to acce pt or practice." The crowd 
joined in attacking them; and the magistrates tore the garments off them and gave orders to beat them with rods. And 
when they had inflicted many blows upon them, they threw them into prison, charging the jailer to keep them safe ly. 
Having received this charge, he put them into the inner prison and fastened their feet in the stocks. But about midnight 
Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them, and suddenly there was 

http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints_view?contentid=58&type=saints
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints_view?contentid=2106&type=saints
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https://orthodoxword.wordpress.com/2010/05/09/sunday-of-the-blindman-and-of-those-who-assert-that-they-can-see/&ei=KiNSVZPKK8vZsATQh4GIBQ&bvm=bv.92885102,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNFBYbdJr052S1DLZtKKxiI3-4r3dw&ust=1431532668582191
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints_view?contentid=58&type=saints
http://www.goarch.org/chapel/saints_view?contentid=2106&type=saints
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a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were opened and 
every one's fetters were unfastened. When the jailer woke and saw that the prison doors were open, he drew his sword 
and was about to kill himself, supposing that the prisoners had escaped. But Paul cried with a loud voice, "Do not harm 
yourself, for we are all here." And he called for lights and rushed in, and trembling with fear he fell down before Paul and 
Silas, and brought them out and said, "Men, what must I do to be saved?" And they said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and 
you will be saved, you and your household." And they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all that were in his house. 
And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed the ir wounds, and he was baptized at once, with all his family. 
Then he brought them up into his house, and set food before them; and he rejoiced with all his household that he had 
believed in God. 
  

Πράξε  Ἀποστόλων 16:16-34. 
 

Ἐν ταῖς ἡμεραῖς ἐκείναις, ἐγένετο δὲ πορευομένων ἡμῶν εἰς προσευχὴν παιδίσκην τινὰ 
ἔχουσαν πνεῦμα πύθωνος ἀπαντῆσαι ἡμῖν, ἥτις ἐργασίαν πολλὴν παρεῖχε τοῖς κυρίοις 
αὐτῆς μαντευομένη.αὕτη κατακολουθήσασα τῷ Παύλῳ καὶ τῷ Σίλᾳ ἔκραζε λέγουσα· οὗτοι 
οἱ ἄνθρωποι δοῦλοι τοῦ Θεοῦ τοῦ ὑψίστου εἰσίν, οἵτινες καταγγέλλουσιν ἡμῖν ὁδὸν 
σωτηρίας. τοῦτο δὲ ἐποίει ἐπὶ πολλὰς ἡμέρας. διαπονηθεὶς δὲ ὁ Παῦλος καὶ ἐπιστρέψας 
τῷ πνεύματι εἶπε· παραγγέλλω σοι ἐν τῷ ὀνόματι ᾿Ιησοῦ Χριστοῦ ἐξελθεῖν ἀπ᾿ αὐτῆς. καὶ 
ἐξῆλθεν αὐτῇ τῇ ὥρᾳ. ᾿Ιδόντες δὲ οἱ κύριοι αὐτῆς ὅτι ἐξῆλθεν ἡ ἐλπὶς τῆς ἐργασίας αὐτῶν, 
ἐπιλαβόμενοι τὸν Παῦλον καὶ τὸν Σίλαν εἵλκυσαν εἰς τὴν ἀγορὰν ἐπὶ τοὺς ἄρχοντας, καὶ 
προσαγαγόντες αὐτοὺς τοῖς στρατηγοῖς εἶπον· οὗτοι οἱ ἄνθρωποι ἐκταράσσουσιν ἡμῶν 
τὴν πόλιν ᾿Ιουδαῖοι ὑπάρχοντες, καὶ καταγγέλλουσιν ἔθη ἃ οὐκ ἔξεστιν ἡμῖν παραδέχεσθαι 
οὐδὲ ποιεῖν ῾Ρωμαίοις οὖσι. καὶ συνεπέστη ὁ ὄχλος κατ᾿ αὐτῶν. καὶ οἱ στρατηγοὶ 

περιρρήξαντες αὐτῶν τὰ ἱμάτια ἐκέλευον ῥαβδίζειν, πολλάς τε ἐπιθέντες αὐτοῖς πληγὰς ἔβαλον εἰς φυλακήν, 
παραγγείλαντες τῷ δεσμοφύλακι ἀσφαλῶς τηρεῖν αὐτούς· ὃς παραγγελίαν τοιαύτην εἰληφὼς ἔβαλεν αὐτοὺς εἰς 
τὴν ἐσωτέραν φυλακὴν καὶ τοὺς πόδας αὐτῶν ἠσφαλίσατο εἰς τὸ ξύλον. Κατὰ δὲ τὸ μεσονύκτιον Παῦλος καὶ 
Σίλας προσευχόμενοι ὕμνουν τὸν Θεόν· ἐπηκροῶντο δὲ αὐτῶν οἱ δέσμιοι. ἄφνω δὲ σεισμὸς ἐγένετο μέγας, ὥστε 
σαλευθῆναι τὰ θεμέλια τοῦ δεσμωτηρίου, ἀνεῴχθησάν τε παραχρῆμα αἱ θύραι πᾶσαι καὶ πάντων τὰ δεσμὰ 
ἀνέθη. ἔξυπνος δὲ γενόμενος ὁ δεσμοφύλαξ καὶ ἰδὼν ἀνεῳγμένας τὰς θύρας τῆς φυλακῆς, σπασάμενος 
μάχαιραν ἔμελλεν ἑαυτὸν ἀναιρεῖν, νομίζων ἐκπεφευγέναι τοὺς δεσμίους. ἐφώνησε δὲ φωνῇ μεγάλῃ ὁ Παῦλος 
λέγων· μηδὲν πράξῃς σεαυτῷ κακόν· ἅπαντες γάρ ἐσμεν ἐνθάδε. αἰτήσας δὲ φῶτα εἰσεπήδησε, καὶ ἔντρομος 
γενόμενος προσέπεσε τῷ Παύλῳ καὶ τῷ Σίλᾳ,καὶ προαγαγὼν αὐτοὺς ἔξω ἔφη· κύριοι, τί με δεῖ ποιεῖν ἵνα 
σωθῶ; οἱ δὲ εἶπον· πίστευσον ἐπὶ τὸν Κύριον ᾿Ιησοῦν Χριστόν, καὶ σωθήσῃ σὺ καὶ ὁ οἶκός σου. καὶ ἐλάλησαν 
αὐτῷ τὸν λόγον τοῦ Κυρίου καὶ πᾶσι τοῖς ἐν τῇ οἰκίᾳ αὐτοῦ. καὶ παραλαβὼν αὐτοὺς ἐν ἐκείνῃ τῇ ὥρᾳ τῆς νυκτὸς 
ἔλουσεν ἀπὸ τῶν πληγῶν, καὶ ἐβαπτίσθη αὐτὸς καὶ οἱ αὐτοῦ πάντες παραχρῆμα, ἀναγαγών τε αὐτοὺς εἰς τὸν 
οἶκον αὐτοῦ παρέθηκε τράπεζαν, καὶ ἠγαλλιάσατο πανοικὶ πεπιστευκὼς τῷ Θεῷ. 

  
Today's Gospel  Reading is from the Book  of  John Chapter 9 verses 1 to 38. 
 
At that time, as Jesus passed by, he saw a man blind from his birth. And his disciples asked him, "Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 
parents, that he was born blind?" Jesus answered, "It was not that this man sinned, or his parents, but that the works of God might be 
made manifest in him. We must work the works of him who sent me, while it is day; night comes, when no one can work. As long as I 
am in the world, I am the light of the world." As he said this, he spat on the ground and made clay of the spittle and anointed the man's 
eyes with the clay, saying to him, "Go, wash in the pool of Siloam" (which means Sent). So he went and washed and came back 
seeing. The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar, said, "Is not this the man who used to sit and beg?" Some 
said, "It is he"; others said, "No, but he is like him." He said, "I am the man." They said to him, "Then how were your eyes opened?" 
He answered, "The man called Jesus made clay and anointed my eyes and said to me, 'Go to Siloam and wash'; so I went and 
washed and received my sight." They said to him, "Where is he?" He said, "I do not know." 
 
They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the clay and 
opened his eyes. The Pharisees again asked him how he had received his sight. And he said to them, "He put clay on my eyes and I 
washed, and I see." Some of the Pharisees said, "This man is not from God, for he does not keep the sabbath." But others said, "How 
can a man who is a sinner do such signs?" There was a division among them. So they again said to the blind man, "What do you say 
about him, since he has opened your eyes?" He said, "He is a prophet." 
 
The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight, until they called the parents of the man who had received 
his sight, and asked them, "Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?" His parents answered, "We 
know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; but how he now sees we do not know, nor do we know who opened his eyes. 
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Ask him; he is of age, he will speak for himself." His parents said this because they feared the Jews, for the Jews had already agreed 
that if anyone should confess him to be Christ he was to be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, "He is of age, ask 
him." 
 
So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and said to him, "Give God the praise; we know that this man is a 
sinner." He answered, "Whether he is a sinner, I do not know; one thing I know, that though I was blind, now I see." They said to him, 
"What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?" He answered them, "I have told you already and you would not listen. Why do 
you want to hear it again? Do you too want to become his disciples?" And they reviled him, saying, "You are his disciple, but we are 
disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from." The man 
answered, "Why, this is a marvel! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my eyes. We know that God does not 
listen to sinners, but if anyone is a worshiper of God and does his will, God listens to him. Never since the world began has it been 
heard that anyone opened the eyes of a man born blind. If this man were not from God, he could do nothing." They answered him, 
"You were born in utter sin, and would you teach us?" And they cast him out. 
 
Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, "Do you believe in the Son of man?" He answered, "And who is 
he, sir, that I may believe in him?" Jesus said to him, "You have seen him, and it is he who speaks to you." He said, "Lord, I believe": 
and he worshiped him. 

 
Κατὰ Ἰωάννην  9:1-38. 
 

Τῷ καιρῷ ἐκείνῳ, παράγων εἶδεν ἄνθρωπον τυφλὸν ἐκ γενετῆς. Καὶ ἠρώτησαν αὐτὸν οἱ 
μαθηταὶ αὐτοῦ λέγοντες· ῥαββί, τίς ἥμαρτεν, οὗτος ἢ οἱ γονεῖς αὐτοῦ, ἵνα τυφλὸς γεννηθῇ; 
ἀπεκρίθη ᾿Ιησοῦς· οὔτε οὗτος ἥμαρτεν οὔτε οἱ γονεῖς αὐτοῦ, ἀλλ᾽ ἵνα φανερωθῇ τὰ ἔργα τοῦ 
Θεοῦ ἐν αὐτῷ. ἐμὲ δεῖ ἐργάζεσθαι τὰ ἔργα τοῦ πέμψαντός με ἕως ἡμέρα ἐστίν· ἔρχεται νὺξ 
ὅτε οὐδεὶς δύναται ἐργάζεσθαι. ὅταν ἐν τῷ κόσμῳ ᾦ, φῶς εἰμι τοῦ κόσμου. ταῦτα εἰπὼν 
ἔπτυσε χαμαὶ καὶ ἐποίησε πηλὸν ἐκ τοῦ πτύσματος, καὶ ἐπέχρισε τὸν πηλὸν ἐπὶ τοὺς 
ὀφθαλμοὺς τοῦ τυφλοῦ καὶ εἶπεν αὐτῷ· ὕπαγε νίψαι εἰς τὴν κολυμβήθραν τοῦ Σιλωάμ, ὃ 
ἑρμηνεύεται ἀπεσταλμένος. ἀπῆλθεν οὖν καὶ ἐνίψατο, καὶ ἦλθε βλέπων. Οἱ οὖν γείτονες καὶ οἱ 
θεωροῦντες αὐτὸν τὸ πρότερον ὅτι τυφλὸς ἦν, ἔλεγον· οὐχ οὗτός ἐστιν ὁ καθήμενος καὶ 

προσαιτῶν; ἄλλοι ἔλεγον ὅτι οὗτός ἐστιν· ἄλλοι δὲ ὅτι ὅμοιος αὐτῷ ἐστιν. ἐκεῖνος ἔλεγεν ὅτι ἐγώ εἰμι. ἔλεγον οὖν αὐτῷ· πῶς 
ἀνεῴχθησάν σου οἱ ὀφθαλμοί; ἀπεκρίθη ἐκεῖνος καὶ εἶπεν· ἄνθρωπος λεγόμενος ᾿Ιησοῦς πηλὸν ἐποίησε καὶ ἐπέχρισέ μου τοὺς 
ὀφθαλμοὺς καὶ εἶπέ μοι· ὕπαγε εἰς τὴν κολυμβήθραν τοῦ Σιλωὰμ καὶ νίψαι· ἀπελθὼν δὲ καὶ νιψάμενος ἀνέβλεψα. εἶπον οὖν 
αὐτῷ· ποῦ ἐστιν ἐκεῖνος; λέγει· οὐκ οἶδα. ῎Αγουσιν αὐτὸν πρὸς τοὺς Φαρισαίους, τόν ποτε τυφλόν. ἦν δὲ σάββατον ὅτε τὸν 
πηλὸν ἐποίησεν ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς καὶ ἀνέῳξεν αὐτοῦ τοὺς ὀφθαλμούς. πάλιν οὖν ἠρώτων αὐτὸν καὶ οἱ Φαρισαῖοι πῶς ἀνέβλεψεν. ὁ 
δὲ εἶπεν αὐτοῖς· πηλὸν ἐπέθηκέ μου ἐπὶ τοὺς ὀφθαλμούς, καὶ ἐνιψάμην, καὶ βλέπω. ἔλεγον οὖν ἐκ τῶν Φαρισαίων τινές· οὗτος ὁ 
ἄνθρωπος οὐκ ἔστι παρὰ τοῦ Θεοῦ, ὅτι τὸ σάββατον οὐ τηρεῖ. ἄλλοι ἔλεγον· πῶς δύναται ἄνθρωπος ἁμαρτωλὸς τοιαῦτα σημεῖα 
ποιεῖν; καὶ σχίσμα ἦν ἐν αὐτοῖς. λέγουσι τῷ τυφλῷ πάλιν· σὺ τί λέγεις περὶ αὐτοῦ, ὅτι ἤνοιξέ σου τοὺς ὀφθαλμούς; ὁ δὲ εἶπεν 
ὅτι προφήτης ἐστίν. οὐκ ἐπίστευσαν οὖν οἱ ᾿Ιουδαῖοι περὶ αὐτοῦ ὅτι τυφλὸς ἦν καὶ ἀνέβλεψεν, ἕως ὅτου ἐφώνησαν τοὺς γονεῖς 
αὐτοῦ τοῦ ἀναβλέψαντος καὶ ἠρώτησαν αὐτοὺς λέγοντες· οὗτός ἐστιν ὁ υἱὸς ὑμῶν, ὃν ὑμεῖς λέγετε ὅτι τυφλὸς ἐγεννήθη; πῶς 
οὖν ἄρτι βλέπει; ἀπεκρίθησαν δὲ αὐτοῖς οἱ γονεῖς αὐτοῦ καὶ εἶπον· οἴδαμεν ὅτι οὗτός ἐστιν ὁ υἱὸς ἡμῶν καὶ ὅτι τυφλὸς 
ἐγεννήθη· πῶς δὲ νῦν βλέπει οὐκ οἴδαμεν, ἢ τίς ἤνοιξεν αὐτοῦ τοὺς ὀφθαλμοὺς ἡμεῖς οὐκ οἴδαμεν· αὐτὸς ἡλικίαν ἔχει, αὐτὸν 
ἐρωτήσατε, αὐτὸς περὶ ἑαυτοῦ λαλήσει. ταῦτα εἶπον οἱ γονεῖς αὐτοῦ, ὅτι ἐφοβοῦντο τοὺς ᾿Ιουδαίους· ἤδη γὰρ συνετέθειντο οἱ 
᾿Ιουδαῖοι ἵνα, ἐάν τις αὐτὸν ὁμολογήσῃ Χριστόν, ἀποσυνάγωγος γένηται. διὰ τοῦτο οἱ γονεῖς αὐτοῦ εἶπον ὅτι ἡλικίαν ἔχει, αὐτὸν 
ἐρωτήσατε. ἐφώνησαν οὖν ἐκ δευτέρου τὸν ἄνθρωπον ὃς ἦν τυφλός, καὶ εἶπον αὐτῷ· δὸς δόξαν τῷ Θεῷ· ἡμεῖς οἴδαμεν ὅτι ὁ 
ἄνθρωπος οὗτος ἁμαρτωλός ἐστιν. ἀπεκρίθη οὖν ἐκεῖνος καὶ εἶπεν· εἰ ἁμαρτωλός ἐστιν οὐκ οἶδα· ἓν οἶδα, ὅτι τυφλὸς ὢν ἄρτι 
βλέπω. εἶπον δὲ αὐτῷ πάλιν· τί ἐποίησέ σοι; πῶς ἤνοιξέ σου τοὺς ὀφθαλμούς; ἀπεκρίθη αὐτοῖς· εἶπον ὑμῖν ἤδη, καὶ οὐκ 
ἠκούσατε· τί πάλιν θέλετε ἀκούειν; μὴ καὶ ὑμεῖς θέλετε αὐτοῦ μαθηταὶ γενέσθαι; ἐλοιδόρησαν αὐτὸν καὶ εἶπον· σὺ εἶ μαθητὴς 
ἐκείνου· ἡμεῖς δὲ τοῦ Μωϋσέως ἐσμὲν μαθηταί. ἡμεῖς οἴδαμεν ὅτι Μωϋσεῖ λελάληκεν ὁ Θεός· τοῦτον δὲ οὐκ οἴδαμεν πόθεν ἐστίν. 
ἀπεκρίθη ὁ ἄνθρωπος καὶ εἶπεν αὐτοῖς· ἐν γὰρ τούτῳ θαυμαστόν ἐστιν, ὅτι ὑμεῖς οὐκ οἴδατε πόθεν ἐστί, καὶ ἀνέῳξέ μου τοὺς 
ὀφθαλμούς. οἴδαμεν δὲ ὅτι ἁμαρτωλῶν ὁ Θεὸς οὐκ ἀκούει, ἀλλ᾽ ἐάν τις θεοσεβὴς ᾖ καὶ τὸ θέλημα αὐτοῦ ποιῇ, τούτου ἀκούει. 
ἐκ τοῦ αἰῶνος οὐκ ἠκούσθη ὅτι ἤνοιξέ τις ὀφθαλμοὺς τυφλοῦ γεγεννημένου. εἰ μὴ ἦν οὗτος παρὰ Θεοῦ, οὐκ ἠδύνατο ποιεῖν 
οὐδέν.ἀπεκρίθησαν καὶ εἶπον αὐτῷ· ἐν ἁμαρτίαις σὺ ἐγεννήθης ὅλος, καὶ σὺ διδάσκεις ἡμᾶς; καὶ ἐξέβαλον αὐτὸν ἔξω. 
 
῎Ηκουσεν ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς ὅτι ἐξέβαλον αὐτὸν ἔξω, καὶ εὑρὼν αὐτὸν εἶπεν αὐτῷ· σὺ πιστεύεις εἰς τὸν υἱὸν τοῦ Θεοῦ; ἀπεκρίθη ἐκεῖνος 
καὶ εἶπε· καὶ τίς ἐστι, Κύριε, ἵνα πιστεύσω εἰς αὐτόν; εἶπε δὲ αὐτῷ ὁ ᾿Ιησοῦς· καὶ ἑώρακας αὐτὸν καὶ ὁ λαλῶν μετὰ σοῦ ἐκεῖνός 
ἐστιν. ὁ δὲ ἔφη· πιστεύω, Κύριε· καὶ προσεκύνησεν αὐτῷ. 
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_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Today's Event: 
 
Trisagion 
Constantinos Zoumbos 
 
Coffee Hour 
Is being hosted by Sophia Zoumbos and Cleopatra Papanikas in memory of Constantine Zoumbos 
 
Choir Practice 
Choir members are asked to grab a quick cup of coffee and then return to Church for a choir rehearsal.  
 
Pew Reserve - AHEPA  
Left (chantor's side) Rows 1 and 2 
 
Archbishop Demetrios on AHEPA DAY 
On this day we recognize the history, accomplishments, and ongoing service of the American Hellenic Educational Progressive 
Association and the members of the AHEPA family. 
This recognition is important for many reasons, but above all it is offered for the many decades of service and the contribution AHEPA 
has made to strengthening our Greek American community.  Through scholarships, support for Hellenic and Classical studies 
programs, and other efforts, the members of AHEPA have long shown their deep commitment to education.  Through philanthropic 
programs for disaster relief, elimination of diseases, and many local and international projects, they have served as eager volunteers. 
The commitment to education and philanthropy is matched by AHEPA’s stated mission “to create an awareness of the principles of 
Hellenism,” and “to promote the ideals of humanity, freedom, and democracy.”  Through this emphasis on our Hellenic heritage and 
the value of Hellenism in supporting education, philanthropy, civic responsibility, and individual excellence, AHEPA continues to 
strengthen our Omogenia in significant ways. 
First, the close ties of AHEPA to our Greek Orthodox Church in America through programs supporting ministry and through leadership 
in our parishes, strengthens the relationship of our cherished Hellenic heritage and our blessed Orthodox faith. Further, this 
organization and its activities contribute to our efforts within the Greek American community to nurture among our youth a love for our 
heritage, our language and culture, and our faith.  An essential part of this effort is the ongoing connections that are made by 
members with educational and philanthropic programs in Greece and Cyprus, and support for our beloved Ecumenical 
Patriarchate.  Finally, AHEPA continues to have a vital role in maintaining bonds of fellowship within our community through its annual 
and local meetings and through the collaborative efforts of members at all levels to offer consistent and essential service. 
On AHEPA Sunday I ask for all of our parishes throughout our Holy Archdiocese to recognize the AHEPA organization and 
members.  May we extend our appreciation to them for their faithful service.  May we also offer thanksgiving to God, who gives us the 
strength, wisdom, and mercy to meet the tremendous needs of our world through His power and unto His glory. 
 
 
 

Sunday School Graduation and Awards Day ! 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://sctvb3x54cf2exd782i8airh.wpengine.netdna-cdn.com/wp-content/uploads/photo-gallery/sundae2008/thumb/sundae08_2.jpg&imgrefurl=http://stjameschurch.ws/sundae-sunday-2008/&h=225&w=300&tbnid=rXJJQ_YOEaMCnM:&zoom=1&docid=ps2GIuIRFpPVbM&itg=1&ei=6yxSVZmUJLLgsASfrIGQDw&tbm=isch&ved=0CFQQMyhMMEw4ZA
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
For the Month of May 

17 -  Sunday of the Blind Man - 9 am 
21 -  Ascension Thursday - 9 am 

24 - Fathers of the 1st Ecumenical Council - 9 am 
31 - Pentecost  - 9 am 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 

Here are the important dates to remember: 
 
May  15

th
  -  17

th
  :   AHEPA District 3 Convention in Baltimore,  MD. 

 
June 5

th
 – June 6

th
 :   Greek  Festival  at St. Barbara’s  in Durham, NC 

 
July  1

st
 -  5

th
  :   AHEPA Supreme Convention in San Francisco, CA 

 
October 17

th
  [Saturday] :  our chapter’s traditional fall AHEPA  dinner - dance  

 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Our Saint Barbara Philoptochos Society, and the family of Sophia Zoumbos  will be co-hosting the May 17th coffee 
hour for the Sunday School Awards and Graduation Day. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Please save your family  Sale Items for our Saint Barbara Attic Treasures and 
Yard Sale to be held on September 12th. 
 
Items can be brought to the Church after July 1st. 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Saint Barbara Youth Dance Group 

The Saint Barbara Youth Dance Group is open to children ages 5 to 8, 
and to those from 8 to 17.Dance Practices are scheduled for: 

February 8,15, 22. 
March  8, 15, 22, 29 (To be reviewed for potential Spring break conflicts) 
April 19, 26 (No practice April 12 - Easter) 
May 3, 17, 31 (No practice May 10 - Mother's Day, and May 24 - Memorial 
Day Weekend) For more information please contact Keith and Alexia  

             Rheinhardt; keithalexia@gmail.com; 919-435-6689.. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://smpfr.org/parish/masses&ei=rR7tVNnbKoHzggS51IIo&bvm=bv.86475890,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNGpnA1-DNgeiyaHgebi2_7Sgu2hXA&ust=1424912388053588
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.stspeterandpaulboulder.org/Pages/Ministries_Philoptochos.shtml&ei=TSvtVJLDLYmpNq-igeAK&bvm=bv.86475890,d.eXY&psig=AFQjCNHzYl7Fc6P5KZdTeJfnwkzVT7hehw&ust=1424915488926328
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____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

  You are cordially invited to attend the 2015 Choir Conference 
THURSDAY  July 23rd  - SUNDAY July 26th 

Hosted by St. Stefanos Greek Orthodox Church, 3600 76th St., St. Petersburg, FL 33710  
See Donna Trohanis, visit www.ststefanos.org , or call 727-345-8325 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ATTENTION SAINT BARBARA PARISH!  Celebrate with your Church Family your next 
special occasion!  Consider sponsoring a coffee hour in the social hall after Liturgy on Sundays 
to commemorate a birthday, graduation, nameday, anniversary, or even for the pleasure of 
just hosting for your Parish.  
Signing up is easy....just place your name on the 'signup coffee hour' sheet located on the table 
in the hallway nearest the social hall.  For details or questions, contact Helen Paliouras at:  919-
942-4229 or elenipali@att.net 
 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

SUMMER TIME MEANS "PAREA" 

 

 
 

Father Stavroforos encouraged everyone present at the general assembly to get the following message to all those who did not 
attend the gathering. Since it is Summer, the way to keep the feeling of church going so we don't feel isolated, and this goes 
most especially for those who don't have vacation plans, is to have fun get-togethers with fellow parishioners from our Saint 
Barbara family. He encouraged everyone to have impromptu gatherings to create a parea of friends for Summer get- togethers.  
The activity, and who makes up the group, is up to the individual(s) that are hosting or putting it together.  Activities can range 
from a get together at someone's home, to going out to a restaurant, or sharing in some fun Summer activity. He said that we 
should remember that  our church was built by small groups that wanted to see a thriving Greek Orthodox Community in 
Durham and they made it happen. In many ways we are still in our infancy now that we have moved to the Southpoint area.  
We need the effectiveness of small groups to make our Saint Barbara Community not just merely survive but to flourish. Father 
applauded the parish council for being open to new ideas, new involvement, as it relayed its desire for new ideas, and new 
means and ways of having our community grow in enthusiasm. He complemented appla the Parish Council for being so 
progressive in its open mindedness. It is hoped that you spend your Summer in socializing and creating solid bonds that will 
make our community stronger. You are the brick and mortar of our church. Enclosed you will find an idea sheet that can be 
used with your parea as a means of providing us with your ideas and plans to make our Church grow and prosper for Christ and 
His People. 
 

.  

tel:919-942-4229
tel:919-942-4229
mailto:elenipali@att.net
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St. BARBARA GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH 

Building Fund Fundraiser from Your Parea 

 

Name of Event: 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Date and Time:____________________________________________________________________ 

Persons Sponsoring Event:___________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Number of Volunteers for Event:______________________________________________________ 

Space and Equipment Needs: ________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Brief Description of Event:___________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________ _______________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Promotion of Event:________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@@ 

To Be Filled Out after the Event: 

Event Gross Income: ________________________________________________________________ 

Event Expenses: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Profit form Event: __________________________________________________________________ 

Comments: _______________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

(Please return your completed forms to our President, Dr. Peter Marinos, or to  Father Stavroforos.) 
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 You are encouraged to volunteer and participate in the fun comradery and good time that we all have. 
 To sign up, go to: 
www.SignUpGenius.com/go/10C0448AFA92CA6FD0-2015/27778133 
 Looking forward to seeing you there 

 Crist  
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

Consider giving THE GRECIAN PLATE cookbook as a gift during this graduation, wedding 

and shower season. Our award-winning community cookbook is now in its 11th printing and 

is sporting a new cover, more durable than the spiral-bound cookbook of the past. Having 

won the Tastemaster Award as the "best community cookbook" in the nation, we can be 

proud and confident to give the cookbook as a gift to family and friends. The cookbook is 

sold at the church bookstore or you can contact Helen Paliouras for bulk orders at 919-

942-4229 or elenipali@att.net. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Ascension Thursday 

Matins and Divine Liturgy starting at 9:00 am. 

(See Article page 10) 

 





http://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0448AFA92CA6FD0-2015/27778133
http://stbarbarachurchnc.org/images/Announements Photos/Greek-Festival-Flyer-2015-DV-rev-3-1-15.jpg
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Our next rehearsal will be after church on Sunday, May 24th, to work on the music for Pentecost which is the following Sunday.  Even 
though we know most of the music, we have not sung it in a year and could use some review.  Plan to come back into the church after 
getting coffee/snacks at the coffee hour. 
 
Again............................. Rehearsal:    Sunday, May 24th, after church 
                                                             Music for Pentecost 
 
This Sunday,,,,,, Sunday school promotions. 
Sunday, May 24th,....40 Day Memorial for Elena Panov's mother....Choir Rehearsal after church 
Sunday, May 31st..... Pentecost 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

OFFICIALLY POSTED CALENDAR ITEMS AS OF MAY 10TH, 2015. 

 May 30  Festival Briefing Day at Coffee Hour 

 June 6 & 7   Greek Festival 

 June 9   PC Meeting 6:30 pm 

 June 17  Strategic Planning Wednesday 6:30 to 9:00 pm 

 July 18   Gyro Feast 

 July 26   General Assembly for the 2nd quarter 

 September 12  Yard Sale 

 September 26  Fashion Show 

 October 3  Chicken Dinners To-go Event 

 October 17  Traditional AHEPA Fall Dinner Dance 

 December 6  Car Raffle Drawing after the Traditional Dinner to celebrate our Church's  

   Feastday 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Blanket Making Saturday May 23rd  
Greetings ladies- I hope you are enjoying the beautiful weather this first week of May! Our 
next no sew blanket workshop is scheduled for Saturday May 23 from 1-3 in the Church 
Fellowship Hall.  20  blankets were delivered to Ronald McDonald House Chapel Hill (10) and 
Ronald McDonald House Durham (10). They were very appreciative and well received! So 
let's busy our hands and continue this worth while mission as we enjoy the fellowship it 
provides within our community. Please let me know if you can participate. Thanks. 
Catherine 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://images.sharefaith.com/images/3/f2920699aa/img_mouseover3.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.sharefaith.com/category/church-choir-clipart.html&h=144&w=388&tbnid=y8YquUSwRlbimM:&zoom=1&docid=TCgEDbYjKYrWjM&ei=MqRTVcf0HMPXggTAqIGoBA&tbm=isch&ved=0CE4QMygVMBU
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The Meaning and Importance of Ascension Celebrated 40 days after the Resurrection [Pascha] 

 

On the Feast of the Ascension, the Orthodox Church does not merely commemorate an historical event in the life of Christ. On this day, the Church 
celebrates Christ's physical departure from the world and His glorification with God the Father.  

For forty days after His Resurrection, Jesus remained on earth. Filled with the glory and honor of His Divinity, He appeared to His Disciples at 
various times and places. By eating and drinking with His followers and conversing with them about the Kingdom of God, Jesus assured them that 
He was truly alive in His risen and glorified Body. (The glorification of Jesus refers to His Crucifixion, Resurrection, and Ascension into heaven. 
When we speak of Christ's glorified Body, we refer to Its honor, splendor, majesty and visible radiance - it gave off rays of bright light!)  

The time span of forty days is used symbolically in the Holy Scriptures and by the Church to indicate that an appropriate amount of time has passed 
for "completeness". [The rains of the great flood lasted for forty days. Christ prayed in the wilderness for forty days. We fast for forty days to prepare 
before the feasts of the Nativity and the Resurrection (Pascha). - NTK]  

Ascension falls on the fortieth day after the Resurrection. On this day, Jesus appeared to His Disciples and gave them His last commandment - to 
preach the Kingdom of God and the repentance and forgiveness of sins in His name to all nations, beginning with Jerusalem. Then He led them out 
of Jerusalem toward Bethany to the Mount of Olives. He lifted up His hands and blessed them. As His Disciples were looking on, He was lifted up - 
or "ascended" - and a cloud took Him out of sight. While they were looking up, two angels in white robes appeared and said to them: "Why are you 
men from Galilee standing here looking into the sky? Jesus, Who has been taken up from you into heaven, this same Jesus will come back in the 
same was as you have seen Him go there."  

The Ascension is, therefore, a sign and symbol of the Second Coming. Christ will return to the earth in the same manner as He left it. When the risen 
Lord returns again in glory, God's will for mankind will be fulfilled.  

Jesus completed His earthly mission of bringing salvation to all people and physically was lifted up from this world into heaven. The meaning and the 
fullness of Christ's Resurrection is given in the Ascension. Having completed His mission in this world as the Savior, He returned to the Father in 
heaven Who sent Him into the world. In ascending to the Father, He raises earth to heaven with Him! 

Before He ascended into heaven, Jesus told His followers to remain in Jerusalem because in a few days they would be baptized with the Holy Spirit 
(see Acts 1:1-12 and Luke 24:13-53). Christ ascends to heaven and sends the Holy Spirit to the world. The Spirit comes to reconcile and reunite the 
world with God. Christ's Body is in heaven and His Spirit is here on earth. Ascension is also a sign of the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.  

The Symbol of Faith - the Nicene Creed - which summarizes the important doctrines and teachings of the Church, contains these words: "And 
ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of the Father." The importance and meaning of this feast is that Jesus glorified our fallen and sinful 
humanity when He returned to the Father. In Jesus, Who is perfect God and perfect man, man is reunited with God. At His birth, Jesus took on our 
human nature. Through His Ascension He deified this human nature by taking His Body to heaven and giving it a place of honor at the right hand of 
the Father. With Christ, man's nature also ascends. Through Christ, man becomes a "partaker of divine nature" (II Peter 1:4). When Christ became 
man, He took up human nature and we share our human nature with Him. It is through Christ, Who is perfect God and perfect man, that we "partake 
of divine nature." When we say that Christ is sitting at the right hand of the Father, we mean that man has been restored to communion with God 
because Christ gives His humanity - which He shares with us - a permanent place of honor in heaven. Christ honors us by putting us close to the 
Father.  

We celebrate the Ascension with the same great joy the Apostles had when they were promised that the Holy Spirit would come to bear witness to 
the presence of Christ in the Church. Ascension day is joyful, not only because Christ is glorified, but also because we are glorified with Him. We are 
joyful because He goes to "prepare a place" for us and because He is forever present before the Father to intercede for us.  

This article is reprinted with some minor editing from Ascension and Pentecost, Commission on Religious Education, Romanian Orthodox 
Episcopate, 1975, pp. 10-11.  


